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Hello Senator Merkley,  
 
On behalf of the Oregon Museums Association, I'd like to reach out in support of our 250 
members located throughout the state of Oregon.  As I'm sure you are aware, museums are 
among the many hard-hit industries facing immediate impacts and extreme revenue loss that 
are resulting in widespread furloughs and layoffs. 

Economic impact data compiled by the American Alliance of Museums and Oxford Economics 
shows that museums in Oregon contribute $585 million a year to the U.S. economy.1 Due to 
closures as a result of COVID-19, we estimate Oregon Museums are losing $386,100 per day 
and will be in desperate need of significant federal support to maintain jobs, secure our 
cultural heritage, help to rebuild our state’s tourism industry – and simply to survive the 
months to come. Closures across our nation are having a severe impact on our ability to 
weather the current crisis as museums are heavily dependent on earned revenue—which 
includes admission revenue, education and program fees, memberships, and facilities rentals—
to deliver on their missions. 

Despite these threats, museums are rising to the occasion and engaging their communities by 
educating them about COVID-19, convening conversations between the public and experts, 
providing virtual exhibitions and online learning opportunities, distributing learning resources to 
teachers and parents, maintaining outdoor spaces to provide places to relieve stress during this 
time of high anxiety, and supporting the families of health care workers and first responders 
with child care. 

 
The Oregon Museums Association urges you to support additional COVID-19 relief funding 
for our nation’s museums. Given	their	current	eligibility	criteria	and	areas	of	focus,	we	
are	concerned	that the most recent allocations of funding	for NEA, NEH, and IMLS will not 
reach our museums broadly, nor be enough to sustain our institutions and	their	service	to	
their	communities through these turbulent times. 
 
Please let us know if we can help in any capacity, and thank you for your continued support of 
Oregon museums. 
 
- Tim  
 

 
 
Timothy Hecox 
Board President 
Oregon Museums Association  
 

 
1 https://www.aam-us.org/2018/01/19/museums-as-economic-engines/ 
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