The Honorable Peter DeFazio
Chairman
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
Dear Chairman DeFazio,
We write today to support the request of Representatives Mike Quigley and Chuy Garcia to include
museums in the infrastructure bill that you are developing. As they wrote to you, providing resources to
modernize infrastructure and install renewable, energy efficient improvements will enhance aging
facilities and allow institutions to incorporate sustainability into their educational programming and
community engagement work. By reducing our costs it would also free up resources that will enable us to
serve even more widely.
Museums are an important part of the economic and education infrastructure in Oregon and across the
country. On the economic side, according to the American Alliance of Museums, museums pump more
than $50 billion into the U.S. economy annually, support more than 726,000 American jobs, generate $12
billion in tax revenue, and spur tourism from around the world. For Oregon, that is a $585 million
economic impact annually supporting 9,740 American jobs and generating $132 million in tax
revenue. In short, they are economic engines and a sound investment. On the education side, museums
spend more than $2 billion each year on education activities, and serve at least 55 million students in
school groups annually nationwide. The typical museum devotes three-quarters of its education budget to
K-12 students.
Yet museums' physical infrastructure is aging. Many of our buildings are old, inefficient, and expensive
to maintain, yet they are key anchors of cities' aesthetic and historic fabric. Including museums in the
infrastructure bill will advance education, the economy, and historic preservation. We believe it is a winwin.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like additional information. Thank you for considering
our request, and for your service to Oregon.
Sincerely,

Tim Hecox
Board President
Oregon Museums Association
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